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| well by Abſtract, and Copys of Deeds, as otherwiſe by Execution of 


| Thee Subſtance of the 


PETITION 


Of Hemy F armer, Ralpb Sheldon, Thomas Stoner, John Weedon, 


Eſqrs; and Winfird Brooke Widow, Papiſts, praying to be 
heard by their Council againſt the BILL, for the Diſco- 
very of all Lands and Revenues given to Popiſh Superſtitious 
Uſes; and for applying the ſame to Greenwich Hoſpital. 


HAT the pretended Diſcovety made upon the Petition of Lewis Girard and others, is an Inquiſiti 
taken at Wheately in Oxford/hire the 16th of Offober before Join la Pradel, — other — 
and Foreigners, on the Oath of one Nevil, and other obſcure means Perſons, whereby without pro- 


ducing any Deed, or a Copy of any Deed, their Eſtates (which they hold und 
| 15 by given to Superflitious Us. . ( cy * cr Marriage Settlements ) are 


That the Commiſſioners never returned the ſaid Inquiſition into the Perty-Bag-Offce or Exchequer. as by Law 
my ought, ſo they were deprived of their Traverſe, and ſuch Juſt Me 2s the w — to ** their 
Poſſeſſions and Titles; and that they doubt no but to make it fully appear, that the ſaid Inquiſition was 
found by undue Means, and contrary to all Truth; and that Girard and his Accomplices ( under pretence of 
Diſcovery ) ate ſeeking to mend their Broken Fortunes out of their Eſtates. 


Reaſons and e Anſwers offered to the Matters Oljected in this 
PETITION. 


1. TT's admitted ſuch an Inquiſition was taken before Pradel and Three Engli Gentlemen Commiſſioners, 
I all Stran ers in the County, and that the Eſtates of the Petitioners, 7 7 7 others, were fully proved by 
ſeveral Credible Witneſſes (to the great Satisfaction of the Jury) to be = to Popiſh Superſtitious Uſes, as 
: : Conveyances and Deeds of Truſt at the 
Synod, when the Pope's Nuntio was in London, in the late King James's Time: And the Commiſſioners being 
all Strangers, is a great Evidence, anda ſtrong Preſumption, that the Inquiſition was fairly taken, and without 
any pretence of any ill Practies; and that the Petitioners, or ſome Friends for them appeared, and made great 
Intereſt to ſtop the finding of the faid Inquiſition. 


2dly, Mr. Girard being adviſed, that the further Proceedings upon the ſaid Inquiſition was very Hazardous 
and Expenſive, and in all probability he could expect little or no Benefit thereby upon any Tryal, (as the 
preſent Laws now ſtand, in relation to Popiſh Superſtitious Uſes) was the reaſon the ſame was not Filed, nor 
are the Commiſſioners enjoined by the Commiſſion, or obliged to return the ſame. And ſure the not Filing 
thereof, was rather in favour of the Petitioners than a prejudice, and ſaved them the Charge of Traverſing the 
ſaid Inquiſition; and that three or four Gentlemen concerned with Mr. Girard in this Proſecution, are Per- 
ſons of undoubted Characters, and lovers of the Proteſtant Religion, and their Country and of plentiful 
Fortunes. 85 

zaly, The Inquiſition is barely an Inqueſt of Office, to give the King a Title, ſo as to ground an Information 
upon for a Tryal, or to grant the ſame Petitioners not being in any fort thereby diveſted of their Freehold 
the Eſtates thereby found in Oxfordſbire, being of great Value. 


4#hly, By the Report of the Committee, it 2 that Mr. Girard not only produced ſeveral Witneſſes 
to prove the Allegation of his Petition, beſides the ſaid Inquiſition and Report; but alfo then, and now offers 
(for the greater Solemnity of the Matter ) to try the ſame at the Bar. 


- Fthly, This Act, as it is now ſetled, is a General Law, and does not in the leaſt relate either to Girard, or 
to the Petitioners, or to any particular Perſons whatſoever, nor does it diveſt the Petitioners or any other 
Perſon of their Eſtates, without a legal Tryal, (where they will be fully beard asto their —_—_ And a provi- 
ſion is made for the Proſecutors to give Security, to anſwer Coſts. So the Labouring Oar and Difficulty is upon 
them: And to avoid all pretences of —_— the Subject in his Poſſeſſion, Mr. G:rard before the ſaid Com- 
mittee, propoſed to go no further back than the late King James's Time. So it is plain, this Petition is only/ 
put in to obſtruct the Paſling of the Bill, upon the Cloſe of the Seſſion: And by the Bill the Eſtates and Intereſt 
ef all Proteſtants are ſaved. 


6thly, As the preſent Laws now ſtand, the Papiſts may be diſquieted, and put to Charge and Expence of Suits, 
and no Proviſion or Satisfaction for Cofts, which this AR has fully provided for, and puts them in a better Con- 
dition as to that Matter, than they were in before, and is the faireſt offer that ever was made in this Nature, and 
will be of great Advantage, in ſtrengthning the Protefans Religion in this Kingdom. 


